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There is only one way to describe Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451. To sum it up this book feels numb, emotionless, and brainwashed. Ray Bradbury meant for this book to feel this way because he is describing a futuristic society being oppressed by the government. Readers can expect a journey by a man trying to find what he truly believes in, and how he is going to change the world.

This novel centers around Guy Montag, a normal everyday fireman. It turns out that the firemen in this futuristic society are far from normal. Instead of putting out fires, they are the people who start them. The government have the firemen burn any and all books, plus the houses that they are kept in. Without books there are not any opinions, and without opinions nobody can be offended. In this society people don’t think for themselves, and everyone has the same mind set. This is how the government has brainwashed society.

The government, in this story, is displaying mass misinformation to society. There is no trial system, meaning people are seen as guilty and will not be proven innocent. All people do is wait for information biased by the government. People have lost the ability to ask the question of “ why.” People in this world take sleeping pills, most abuse these drugs heavily. For example, Montags wife overdoses on sleeping pills. Two men, who were not even medically certified, came in and pumped her stomach. Cities don’t hire medically certified people for this job because it is an every night event that can be performed by regular people. Numb feeling is the only way to describe these events.

People treat death as a normal event. The book says, five minutes after a person is dead he’s on his way to the Big Flue, the incinerators serviced by helicopters all over the country. Also, when the search team could not find Montag, they framed an older gentleman, out taking a walk, as Montag. They then killed the man so that everyone would think that Montag was dead. Both of these events display the inhumaneness, and the emotionless tone to the story.


Ray Bradbury has published some 500 short stories, novels, plays, and poems since his first story appeared in Weird Tales when he was twenty years old. He has produced two of his own plays, written two musicals, two space age cantatas with Lalo Schifrin and Jerry Goldsmith, and collaborated on an animated film, Icarus Montgolfer Wright, which was nominated for an Academy Award in 1962. Mr. Bradbury was Idea Consultant for the United States Pavilion at the New York World’s Fair in 1963 has helped design a ride for Disney World and did consultant work on city engineering and rapid transit.
